NADIR'S  CAMPAIGNS,   1734-6	83
At Maragha a Turkish envoy came to Nadir, but it seems that he brought
no message of importance. Nadir then dispatched his (paternal) uncle
Bektash Khan Qiriqlu and the soldiers under him to Tabriz, and ordered
a number of tribal Governors to concentrate at Dimdim, where they were
to wait until it was known whether there was to be peace or war with
Turkey.1
Nadir reached Ardabil on the loth August,2 where he received a message
from 'Abdullah Pasha requesting him to postpone for two years his demand
for the return of the occupied territory ; if an envoy were then sent to the
Ottoman court, the provinces would be handed over.3 This message
showed him conclusively that the Turks had no intention of concluding
peace on the terms agreed upon between him and Ahmad Pasha,
Nadir decided to strike the first blow, not at the Turks themselves,
but at their vassal Surkhai, the Khan of Shirvan. In taking this decision,
he had a fourfold object. First, he wished to capture Shamakhi before
Vakhtang could seize it for Russia. Secondly, he felt that the presence
of Persian troops so close to Baku and Darband would induce the Russians
to expedite the conclusion of the treaty which Golitzin had for so long been
negotiating. Thirdly, Nadir certainly had grounds for wishing to humble
Surkhai. In the last place, by taking Shamakhi, he would be recovering
part of Persia's lost territories.4
Surkhai, as Khan or Governor of Shirvan, had received orders from
Afrmad Pasha to evacuate that province (see p. 75 above), but had
disregarded them. When the Governor of Astara, at Nadir's request,
wrote to remind Surkhai of these instructions, he replied : " With the
swords of the Lazgi lions we have conquered Shirvan ; what right has
Ahmad of Baghdad or anyone else to interfere in this way ? "5
When Nadir, on the 2ist August, reached the Kura,6 Surkhai became
alarmed and fled to the Daghistan mountains.7 Nadir thereupon crossed
the Kura and occupied Shamakhi, apparently without meeting with any
resistance8 ; after appointing a Governor, he levied a heavy tax upon the
inhabitants.9
1 T.N., p. 144.
*	Schnese, op. tit., p. 464.   According to the T.N., Nadir did not reach Aidabil until the igth
Rabi' I (igth August).
»T.N., p. 144.
4 The Grand Vizier believed that Russia had prompted Nadir to take Shamakhi.   See Lord
KinnoulTs despatch of the i2th/23rd September, 1734 (S.P, 97. Vol. XXVII).
1 T.N., p. 145.
*	Lerch in his Auszug aus dem Tagebwh in Bfrsching's Magaxin, Vol. Ill, p. 21, gives the ((XS.)
date as August xoth.   According to the T.N. (p. 148), Nadir reached the Kura. on the 2gith
Rabi' I (29th August).
7 Durra-yi-Nadira, p. 143.
*	Butkov is incorrect in saying that Shamakhi was besieged for two months, and makes a further
mistake in stating that Surkhai was hilled on this occasion (Vol. I, p. 126).
9 Schnese, op, cit.9 p. 464.

